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Including everyone

Denmead Parish Council is committed to
supporting al parts of the community. It has
apolicy of making a youth provision (set out
in a policy document Preliminary Youth
Strategy dated January 2003) which is seen
in the provison of a Youth Room in the
Ashling Pavilion. The youth room is used by
the Winchester Youth Team for a senior
universal youth club (13 — 19 years) on
Wednesdays and the Denmead Activity
Night (DAN) on a Monday and Tuesday
(junior youth club). DAN is provided by the
Denmead Youth Partnership comprised of
Denmead Swings & Things, Denmead Parish
Council and the local police. It currently
receives a grant from the Children’s Fund.
This grant enables DPC to employ two part
time youth/play workers for the project
(Monday & Tuesday). Day to day
organisation isrun by Swings & Things.

Denmead Parish Council looks after a
number of play aress in the village, one of
which a The Barn (near Forest Mead) isin
the process of being re-furbished.

Denmead works for al ages, providing
financia support for projects a the
Community Centre, the Denmead Festiva
and the award-winning Denmead Brass, an
association in which the Council takes great
pride. Taking a wider perspective, financia
contributions are made to the local Citizens
Advice Bureaux and Homestart, as well as
the Church and War Memoria hals.

Housing—in theshort term ...

The Parish Council recognisesthat in the last
ten years, with the emphasis on building
more expensive properties, an imbalance has
arisen in types of housing built in Denmead.
The inability of people with connections to
Denmead, to find suitable accommodation
that they can afford to rent or buy, has led
this Council to set up a project with the
Hampshire Alliance for Rura Affordable
Housing (HARAH) to build up to 20 houses

(for rent or buy with shared equity scheme)
on an exception site.  These homes will be

for people with avillage connection, and will
remain so in perpetuity.

... and housing in thelong term

Since the 1980's Denmead has expanded to
become, aongside Bishops Waltham, one of
two largest wards in the City Council area
That expansion, with many new houses, has
strained both the infrastructure and the
cohesion of the residents as a community.
For that reason everyone in Denmead has
reservations about further development and
the Parish Council shares that view. That
said, the purpose of the government and the
rules that it sets cannot be ignored. The
Parish Council is involved in discussions to
ensure that the inevitable development that
will take place during the lifetime of the
Loca Development Framework (being
prepared by the City Council) is done
sensitively, in areas that are best suited to the
Parish.

Currently Little Frenchies Field is
designated as a Reserve site for housing but
since 2003 Denmead Parish Council has
stated it policy of wanting to develop it for
recreation because of its proximity to the
Ashling Park Pavilion. It is the policy of the
Parish Council that this site, scheduled for 70
houses, should be transferred to one that is
much closer to the village centre in easy
walking distance of the shops. This would
add to sustainability of the project and, as a
‘green’ pay-off, will cut down car-travel
miles for shopping.



Security

We are fortunate in that the incidence of
crime and anti-socia behaviour in Denmead
is much lower than in some of our
neighbouring residential areas. Nevertheless,
we will continue to work closdy with our
local police Safer Neighbourhoods Team
and Neighbourhood Watch to make
Denmead an even safer place for al who
visit, work or livein the parish.

Travel, highways and footpaths

Working with our County Councillor,
Denmead Parish Council isin regular contact
with Hampshire Highways to identify road
and pavement problems and to prioritise their
repair. Working with the City and County
Councils, our aim is to have the best public
bus service possible within the budget
available. We aso provide a subsidy towards
the low level shopper bus that links
Denmead to Fareham and Waterlooville on a
regular basis.

Residents often express concern about the
speed of traffic through the village. The
Parish Council has become involved with
HCC's ‘Village 30" campaign and the results
of lowered speed limits should be seen in
some parts of Denmead during 2009.
Following the trid, on loan, of a speed
activated sign, we are planning to buy and
install one on the B2150 next year.

The Parish Council is responsible for about
100 street lights throughout the village, and
in order to get best value we are working to
be part of a consortium of councils who are
negotiating a private finance initiative deal to
have our aging lamps renewed and
maintained more cost-effectively.

On a practica level this Council tries to
provide anew seat and anew litter bin every
year, responding to requests from our
residents.

Encouraging our resdents to enjoy the
country air, with alittle healthy exercise, has
been one of this Council’s successful
projects. Each year members of the Council
organise six or seven waks using the
footpath network in and around Denmead.

People are finding out more about their
surroundings and getting closer to nature.

Employment and the local
economy

The Parish Council takes every opportunity
to understand and support the local economy,
both agriculture and its dlied commercial
business and equestrianism, and the
commercia and retail business within the
parish. It is developing apolicy of supporting
local enterprise initially in launching (during
2009) and promoting a ‘Denmead Business
Association’. It would like to work with the
shops to have a plastic bag-less shopping
centre and will aso work to promote local
produce initidly through a Farmers Market
in the village and developing other ideas
perhaps seeking funding for them in a
partnership with local producers.

The am isto have an even better — expanded
and varied - thriving retail sector within its
centre,

Burial Grounds

The Parish Council will continue to maintain
and improve our buria grounds primarily for
the benefit of current and former
Denmead residents. As pat of our
environmental policy, we will seek to
establish a woodland burial site in a suitable
area of the parish.



Sport and recreation —formal
and infor mal

In undertaking a survey of residents on their
views as to what DPC priorities should be,
the provision of more recreation space came
top of the list. By the standards applied by
the Fieds in Trust (formerly NPFA),
Denmead is 17.5 acres short of its
requirement for a population approaching
7,000 people. It is the strategy of the Parish
Council to raise the matter with higher
Councils at every opportunity, and to reserve
some money for the purchase of land in the
medium to long term. Meanwhile, the Parish
Council is dealing with other priorities
identified by residents, namely the car
parking and accessibility of Ashling
Pavilion.

Whilst providing facilities for formal sports:
Football, Cricket, Tennis, Bowls and
Archery at its two sites, Ashling Park (in
Southwick Road) and Kidmore Field, the
Parish Council aspires to having more space
for other sports.

In response to petitions from young peoplein
the village a Skate Park was provided in
2004. It continues to be well used and will be
maintained in the long term. Recently
youngsters have told us that they wish to
have a kick-wall for further informal football
facilities and the Parish Council are
considering that, or a sports multi user games
area (MUGA) as space and finances alow.

Environment

The Council maintains 10 miles of
hedgerows and the planting aong the
greenways as well as pockets of open spaces
throughout the parish. It aso attempts,
through the use of Tree Preservation Orders
(TPOs), to protect the significant treesin the
parish. DPC continues to preserve and
improve planting schemes throughout its
open space providing quiet attractive areas
for al ages as well as open space for
informal play and sport. Our trained
groundstaff are currently working on a new
planting scheme for the Barn play area,
Ashling park area and the DPC land in the
Forest Road areas. Included in our new
planting scheme are fruit trees to allow for
“community fruit”, giving everyone a chance
to experience fresh fruit.

Doing the job well

Because the Parish Council has the aim of
doing all it can to support and enhance the
lives of everyone in the community, and
making the parish a better place to live, it is
working to achieve Quality Parish Status to
demonstrate the value that it attaches to that
undertaking.

To let everyone in Denmead know about its
work that Council will continue to inform
them through its quarterly newdetter ‘Parish
Scene  and its prize-winning web-site
(www.denmeadparishcouncil.co.uk ).

It is currently developing the new links
recently established with organisations
within the community, such as the Denmead
Infant School and the Denmead Junior
School, and enhance its work with
organisations that it has supported in the
past, such as Denmead Community
Association, Denmead Village Association
and Denmead in Bloom, to ensure it
continues to be aware of the priorities of its
resdents.



