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Denmead has Quality

During September, Denmead Parish Council
completed a large portfolio of documents

demonstrating how it conducts its business in an
open and efficient way, working to meet the

needs and wishes of its parishioners. It was
submitted for review by an independent body

and their view was that Denmead met the
stringent standards needed for it to be awarded
QUALITY STATUS.

This was the result of work done over the last
two years by the Parish Clerk, Tony Daniells,
and former Clerk, Vendy Treagust, supported by
Clirs Knight and Lander- Brinkley.

Denmead is the 6th Parish of the 42 Parish and
Town Councils in the Winchester district to
achieve this high standard, and only thd" &v
Hampshire. The official award will be made
during November by Stephen Lugg, Director of
the Hampshire Association of Local Councils
(for details see the local notice boards).

What does this mean for
the people of Denmead

~NJ

Firstly, there is the
recognition that your,
Parish Council is operating
effectively and in YOUR -
interests. Secondly there is QUALITY
a reassurance that, when PARISH
dealing with other COUNCIL

councils, its view will be
taken seriously.

The Quality Parish and Town Council Scheme
was launched in 2003 with the aim of providing

a benchmark minimum standard for parish and
town councils across the country.

The Quality Scheme is open to all parish and
town councils in England, irrespective of size. It
aims to enable parish councils to work more
closely with others in the delivery of local
services and to better represent their local
communities. Whatever the circumstances,
Quality Status brings real benefits, not only for
the Quality Council, but also for the people who
work with it and more importantly, the
community it serves. Quality status was high on
the Council’s list of priorities, as it believes that
accreditation will demonstrate its ability to
deliver efficient services to local residents and
that it will be able to speak with greater
authority to principal councils when seeking
delegated functions which can be better carried
out locally.

The Benefits of Quality Status to the
Community are:
more responsive services - a Quality Council
is considered capable of solving local
problems without recourse to the principal
authority;
real contact and discussions with its Quality
Council;
a local access point providing information
on services; and
a Council which is thought more
accountable, visible, representative and able
to provide community leadership.

Denmead Parish Council is proud to have
achieved Quality Status. It is now able to use the
Quality logo and this will now be seen on all
literature and correspondence.

Denmead Parish Council wishes all residents a Merr€hristmas and a Happy New Year
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“A growing concern” the provision of stables and paddocks, but evidence
of its market gardening past still remains.

An aspect of the village that is not immediatelpan@nt i )

is the strip of land adjacent to Frenchies Fieldcwhis The two World Wars saw a huge increase in the
home to sixty nine allotments, fifteen of which @won- number of_ allotments nationwide which became a
line in April 2009. Such is their popularity andcsess Maor provider of food. In World War Il, as a résu
that Barn Green Allotments, who administer therfif @ ‘U’ boat blockade and the fact that many @& th
already have a waiting list of six people and assult land workers went to the war, allotments became a
are unable to consider further applications. TKE8MMonN sightin cities and towns. As a resulthef t
interesting thing here, however, is that it is naiign 'Dig for Victory' posters, which were everywhere,
parish or local councils which are legally respblesfor foed production rose to 1,300,000 tons per yeanfro
the supply of allotments, if at all possible. Thse is @ many plots, in other words an impressive one ton
different. In the 1890s Winchester College, whanaine €ach. After the war and up until the present diay t
land, would not rent it to the inhabitants of Bagneen number of allotments available has decreased, favin
(now Denmead). In 1897 a certain Reverend Frekleftalved since 1969. Now it is estimated that only
Charles Green, having negotiated with the Colleg@0ut 250,000 are being regularly used.

secured permission for the area to be cultivatedl ian ) ) )

was in his name that the allotments were sub-ldals, Today with global warning, carbon footprints, food
Nowadays Barn Green Allotments pays a rental myles and energy conservation comes the dawning

Winchester College and the holders are charg&glisation that eating produce like cherries,
according to the size of their plots. strawberries and asparagus all year round is pgsrhap

an unnecessary luxury. In a recent statement the
It is possible to trace the origin of modern alletits Archbishop of Canterbury said that people in Britai
back over two hundred years. They are the reduttieo had to ‘get back in touch with the natural rhythofis
enclosures legislation of the 1@nd 18' centuries and the seasons - the fact that the earth turns, stungw
the word itself originates from the land allotted th€re not there, now and not then’. He added that

individuals by landowners. There is no set staidige More people should have allotments as a part of

but the most common plot reconnecting to  natural
is ten rods, an archaic processes. ltis a profoundly
measurement equivalent to appealing suggestion but its
253 square metres. The realisation will require a

most important Enclosures
Act was that of 1845 which
required that provision
should be made for the

paradigm shift in outlook
from everybody, not least
by parish and local councils
which generally do not have

landless poor. A good land to spare for the
example of this, and ahead provision of these plots.
of its time, can be found More and more people are
locally. In 1825 one William Garnier, a substahtia now beginning to grow their

landowner, built Rookesbury House — now a prepayat@Wn fruit and vegetables, if not on an allotmehgrt
school on the road between Southwick and Wickhanin-their back garden, on a patio, in a window-box o
and its associated park. As a humanitarian héseenl @y other suitable container. ~ A sense of
that creating his park would result in the dispesim of achievement, not to mention great tasting, fresh
a number of poor local inhabitants. His solutioaswo ©rganic foodstuffs, make a burgeoning pastime
allocate the peasants a plot of one hundred ataes,hugely rewarding. Itis not a surprise then thaths
enough away not to be seen. About sixty acresmirgl @ 9rowing concern’ is enjoying something of a
were cleared and twenty-four pairs of cottagestbulin fenaissance.

acre of land was attached to each cottage andedffier .

the occupant at a rental of £5 per annum. Thebitduats Clir Jerry Harrison
were now able to pursue their traditional craftsthe
Forest of Bere and also cultivate their own plofEhe : : :
area known locally as Hundred Acres prospered as The Pai”Sh Office WI”. be closed
market gardening business, culminating in the 1920§ for Christmas from midday on
when early strawberries were the main crop. Nealfly December 24 until 09.30am on
the cottages have now been modernised_ out of a 4th January 201

recognition and much of the land has been givem twve

Parish Scene No. 102 — Dec 2009-Feb 2010 2 © Denmead Parish Council 2009



Update from the Denmead Community Centre

Denmead Community Association would like to say\We want to keep running these courses in smallpggou
big THANK YOU to Denmead Parish Council foof six people at a time, so if you are interested i
giving us funds for a lovely brochure about all thebs attending one in the New Year, please contact us.
and groups that regularly meet here. It is rasg ylou
get something for nothing, particularly in this Ighi We have been asked by various people to consider
financial climate, so the fact that our user groaps running courses/events in art appreciation, music
getting some free advertising is a big bonus fenth appreciation, Spanish and Italian conversation,
The variety is astonishing. You can do everythinogn folk/rock guitar, basic and advanced digital
re-upholstering an old chair to learning karatecta, photography. The answer is very simple. YES, we can
Chinese boxing, how to sing, how to train your dog do all this if we have a teacher, suitable equipnaerl
how to paint a lovely watercolour landscape. Arghough students to make the class financially giabl
that's only a handful of the many groups that radyl Please let us know if you would be interested king
use the community centre. part in, or teaching any of these subjects. Ounuah

General Meeting is being held on Thursday 10th
Looking back over the year, one of our most sudaesdDecember at 8.00pm, so if you have an idea for the
enterprises has been the "Learning for Pleasufeture of the Community Association, or a skill ycan
programme. There are a lot of you out there who dffer, this would be a very good time to mentian it
not want to take exams and gain unnecessary
qualifications - you simply want to learn how to d&inally, remember to book your Christmas pantomime
something better. Our French Conversation classiekets in good time. Forest Forge Theatre Company
were full of local people who love taking holidays will be presenting "Ashputtel: The Cinderella Stor
France and wanted to boost their confidence inrthen Monday 21st December at 7.30pm. This version of
communication skills.  Our "Computing for theCinderellais based on the original story by thetBers
Bewildered" classes were attended by people whe wé&rimm and will be a wonderful way to start the st
gritting their teeth at first, convinced that the&/ilE week.
Magic Box would defeat them.
Imagine their triumph when they were able to serd mRor further details on any events taking place at
an email with a photo attached! These are siniplis s Denmead Community Centre please ring 023 92
if you have been brought up with the technologyt, b256132, email manager@denmeadca.com, or pop in
very daunting if you are tackling them later irelif any weekday morning to talk to Jane and Barbathedn

office.

Jane Andreoli DCA Manager

The local police at work

This is a quick update from Sergeant Chris Stanton, The Operation continued the following weekend just
with results of some of his team’s crime and ASB  in case other suspects, who were responsible ifor th
investigations. outbreak, came to light. I'm happy to report that

A pattern of vandalism had been occurring overnight ~ Since the actions | have described, there have been
Saturday and into the early hours of Sunday No more incidents of damage '%%
morning, often happening around 0300hrs!!!IThis  this series. — =5
took the form of house walls being kicked down and W '
houses and cars damaged. The weekends of 26/27
September and®4™ October were hit. As a result a
Safer Neighbourhood Teamoperation (the latest X
phase ofOperation Bouncg was held late into the a matter of theft from the Ashlin by
night of 10" October. Officers from your SN team Pavilion, Denmead.

stayed on duty late and conducted cycle patrols in Sgt Chris Stanton 5931 WB SNT- Meon Valley
the affected areas. South

Finally, | am also pleased to say
that the Crown Prosecution Service h
just agreed to prosecute a local youth v,/

As a result a male was arrested in the early holurs To contact Sgt Stanton or the Meon Valley South
11™ October regarding damage to a car parked Safer Neighbourhoods team responsible for this
at The Willows andan additional three male area, call 0845 045 4545 and ask to speak to
suspects were identified. All three will be someone from your local Safer Neighbourhoods
interviewed. team. Alternatively please email
Meon.valley.south.snt@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
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BARBARA ASHCROFT : 11" May 1927 — 2° September 2009

24 year’ unbroken service . a Parish Councillor in Denmes

Barbara was born in
Plymouth in 1927, the eldest
of two daughters of William
and Ada Dean. She moved
home often due to her
father's work as a Royal

Marine. After Plymouth
came Southsea, Liphook
and finally  Soberton.

During the war she was a

Land Girl working on farms
local to her home in Soberton. (Hard work that has
recently been given the official recognition it
deserved.)

Barbara did not come to Denmead until 1954 by
which time she was married with three children. Her
husband was ill and spent long periods in hospital
and she herself suffered a mild attack of policeSen
difficult times did not prevent Barbara from joigin

in village life supporting the village’s Brownie &a
helping to prevent its closure. With three more
children to look after life settled into a busy fam
rhythm. Nonetheless, the 1960s found Barbara on
the War Memorial Hall Committee and being active
in raising funds for Cancer and Polio Research. She
was a member of the local Conservative Association
assisting in many roles.

Barbara joined the Parish Council to which she gave
24 years of unbroken service ending in 2003. She
was secretly pleased that the last time she stood f
Office, she received more votes than any other
candidate apart from the Chairman. During her time

as a councillor, Barbara did spells as Chairman of
both Footpaths and Amenities Committees. In 1993,
this work led to Barbara being one of the Founding
members of the charitable truStvings and Things
an organisation that continues to raise money to
provide facilities for young people through such
events as the Denmead Horse shows.

Barbara was a lady who enjoyed her life, always
giving of her time and creative abilities freelyorF
her, the diagnoses of diabetes in 1981, shorthr aft
the death of her husband Eddie, was simply
something to be taken in her stride. It was fitin
that on 18 March this year Barbara, accompanied
by her son Patrick, was recognised for her ungstnti
support and contribution to the community in which
she made her life, Denmead, being awarded the
Mayor of Winchester’'s Award for Volunteers. It was
a fitting tribute to her as “a stalwart in the adle of
Denmead who made a huge contribution to lives of
many people and organisations”.

In her final days surrounded by family and close
friends, Barbara passed away peacefully, with her
Parish Priest present, on 2nd September.

Neil Lander-Brinkley, Chairman DPC

(I would like to record my thanks to Barbara’s

family who prepared a detailed CV at her funeral,
from which | have shamelessly copied some of the
text, and checked my facts. NL-B)

In my view....

How often have | said that, and who did | thinkttha
somebody was? It finally occurred to me that |
should do something, so when | saw the vacancy for
the Parish Council advertised last year | decided t
apply, . They could only say “no thank you”, but at
least | would have tried. So one cold winters ewgni
last year saw my husband who had also decided to
apply and me standing in front of the Parish Cdunci
explaining why we thought we were suitable
candidates, and to our surprise we were both idvite
to join.

At my first meeting | just sat and absorbed
everything, wondering what on earth could | offer
these wise and knowledgeable people? What did |
know about anything? Had | made a mistake?
Gradually as | attended more meetings | found there
were things | could offer. The other councillorglan

Somebody Should Do Something!!

the Parish Clerk were very helpful in answering
queries. | attended a training course for new
councillors and found we all felt the same at first
we were urged to speak out and voice our opinions.
Now eighteen months have passed and although it is
difficult to tear myself away from the fire on aldo
frosty night and venture out in the dark to a nmegti
or a fine summer’s evening when | could be sitting
in the garden with a nice cool drink, | do feelnh a
making a useful contribution to making Denmead a
pleasant place to live.
My fellow councillors are a varied bunch with all
sorts of different experiences to call on, but we a
like the pieces of a jig-saw puzzle; eventuallyaile
complete the same picture. Unfortunately at the
moment we have one piece missing - could you be
that missing piece?

Chris Hip#, Parish Councillor
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Community Led Planning — What Does It Mean

Market Towns and Villages are at the heart of rural
life in England. For centuries, these have been the
focal point for commercial and social activity. The
have been places in which to find work, to buy and
sell goods and to find specialist services. In méce
years, many of these functions have been
undermined by social, industrial and

agricultural change. Some villages are

thriving whilst others are in decline.

A recent government White Paper
provided rural communities with a real
opportunity to transform their local
environment to meet the needs of local
people in the Z1century and to provide
access to a wide range of retail, leisure,
professional and public services. All
shaped by the people who live in and
around them, and set out in a document
called a ‘Parish Plan’.

A Parish Plan will help the people of

Denmead to appraise the strengths, weaknesses,
future demands and opportunities for the village.
The key to the success of the Parish Plan lietsin i
local implementation, giving a community the
opportunity to interpret and present their findimgs

a diversity of ways.

One of the most important factors in producing a
successful Parish Plan is having all associated
parties “buy in” to it. This is true of both thergiee
providers (such as the local authorities) and dieall
community. Without the support of everyone
concerned, any plan will struggle to be successfull
implemented upon completion.

Parish Plans are intended to be evolving documents,
outlining how a community would like to develop
over the coming years, and should include an action
plan detailing how these developments can be
achieved.

A steering group will be formed to plan
the process which includes consultation
methods to identify the issues. These
issues will then be taken forward by
working groups. Can you become
involved in the development of the
Parish Plan by being a member of the
steering group, or if you have a strong
interest in a particular issue, being a
member of the working group for that
topic? You may be able to assist by
ensuring certain groups have the
opportunity to have their say, thus
ensuring that the Parish Plan is inclusive
and representative.

Your Parish Council took a stall at the Denmead
Show to promote the idea of preparing a Plan, and t
identify those residents who might help in some
way. A good number of you said that you wanted to
be involved and that was encouraging. The next
stage of the process is to meet with those volusitee
to establish a steering group and identify soméone
lead it. Hopefully there will be a further update o
progress in the next issue.

The Parish Council will support the development of
a Plan, but it should be community led, so if yoal a
asked for your views, please respond to the request

Tony Daniells
Clerk to Denmead Parish Council

WINTER HEALTHY WALKS

The Parish Council will continue its

Public Consultation on Affordable

Housing Schemes in Denmead

programme of Healthy Walks throughout the
winter, come rain or shine.
- Sunday 6th December commencing at
11.30am from Kidmore Lane Car Park.

Monday 28th December commencin

at 11.00am from Denmead Community
Centre (Special Mince Pies and Sherry
Post Christmas Dinner Walk)

All welcome.

The Hampshire Alliance for Rural Affordak
Housing (HARAH) will be holding a public
consultation on Monday 11 January 2010 from|
3.00pm to 6.00pm at All Saints Church Hall. TH
will be to introduce and discuss options for
affordable housing schemes to meet the need
such homes in Denmead.

Please come along and give your views on the|
schemes being proposed.

S

or
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H & GP News

Traffic Matters Complaints have been made to
parish councillors recently by disabled personagisi
invalid scooters around the village about the
difficulties experienced in moving around on our
pavements. This is because of the numbers of
vehicles being parked on pavements on the
Hambledon, Southwick and other roads in the
village and by property owners failing to cut back
their hedgerows alongside pavements. Parking on or
partly on, the pavement in such a manner as tcecaus
an obstruction is against the law and puts drieérs
invalid scooters and mothers with pushchairs in
danger from passing traffic when they are forced
onto the highway to avoid the parked vehicle. Rleas
think of the more vulnerable members of the
community and park your vehicles on the highway
and not on the pavement. This has the added
advantage of slowing down traffic using the roads i
the village! Similarly, uncut hedges can easilyssu
an injury to drivers of invalid scooters, partialya

in the dark.

A meeting of County, District, Parish and Infant

School representatives took place in September to
discuss what actions might be taken to improve the
safety of parents and children along the Hambledon

Road at the beginning and end of the school day. It
was agreed to investigate the following changes:
increase the extent of double yellow lines along
Hambledon Road in the vicinity of the school, re-
engineer the kerb lines at the junctions of Thethlea
Martin Avenue and Bere Road and to encourage
more parents to walk their children to and from
school. Inevitably, any changes to the highway will
take many months to implement but those of you
with children at the Infants School who currentbeu
cars to get to school could reduce the problem
immediately by walking, at least from the Kidmore
Lane car park, and benefit your children and
yourselves from the healthy exercise.

Lighting Your Parish Council recently signed a
contract with the Hampshire County Council to
participate in the multi-million PFI programme as a
part of which the 90 parish owned street lightthim
village will be upgraded and maintained for thetnex
25 years. This contract, which is due to come into
force in January, will not only bring our streegHts
up to the latest energy and light pollution staddar
but will also result in a budgetary saving over the
cost of maintaining and operating them ourselves.
Cllr John Knight
Chairman, H&GP Committee

Bits and Pieces

Little Frenchies Field — the planning application by
Wimpey to build 80 dwellings on Little Frenchies
Field has been refused by Winchester City Council.
Your Parish Council has always opposed the
development of this site. It has argued that ithis
only site suitable to allocate as public open sgace
address the shortfall of some 17 acres in Denmead.

Denmead to Waterlooville Cycle Path -
Hampshire County Council have proposed a cycle
route from Denmead to Waterlooville. The route
follows the Hambledon Road out of the village, with
modifications to the footway, which will then be
shared with pedestrians. As it gets closer to
Waterlooville, it will utilise the service roadsulF
plans of the proposal are available to view from th
Parish Office. It is hoped that this project wilh
early in the New Year.

Christmas Lights —the big switch on of the village
Christmas lights will be *1 December. The lights
adorn the tree on the Green. The lights will be on
every day from 4.00pm to midnight until"1Bight.

Parish Scene issue 106 issue 100 reached parts
that others can only dream of. A school in Mombasa
Kenya wrote to say how much they enjoyed reading
of the work of the Parish Council in Denmead. The
story behind how the newsletter reached this far of
place may appear in a future issue.

The Skatepark — the riding surfaces to some of the
pieces of equipment have been replaced as they had
become worn and damaged. The new surface is a
commercial product called Skatelite Pro 1000. Is wa
chosen after visiting other skateparks in the cpunt
and noticing how much quieter that surface was.
Other rides will be/have been modified at the rstue
of the young people of the village. The works were
possible by the young people submitting a succkssfu
bid for grant funding. Well done to them and | hope
they enjoy the new challenge that the redesign
affords.

New Editor needed— ever fancied compiling and
editing a magazine? The Parish Scene is publéhed
times a year and is seeking someone local andawith
flair for putting together an attractive and
informative newsletter, to take on the editorsiipr
more information, please contact the Clerk.
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1% Denmead Scout Group

This event has become a standdtteir own adventure to come along
fixture in the Denmead calendar and help. Join the Adventure!

Denmead Scouts annual Dinosal
Derby was held on 13September
at the Scout field in Kidmore Lane;
This new venue did not deter th@
hundreds of people who flocked i
to have an afternoon of fun. Th
weather was great and the famili:_ag\

cout Group.

who attended were welcomed by t
junior section of Denmead Bras§
Band, and enjoyed the dinosay
racing, the numerous sideshow
including crockery smash, hoopl§,
human fruit machine, assault cours%),(
archery and lots more. They als

enjoyed the beer and wine tent,
(with the popular drink being

ild the

plorer

or more

this was the 17 Derby. This year a

record £4800 was raised, which willp and coming events

be used to help the many Leaders

h nd helpers to continue to provid@arol Singing in the Village
reat activities for members of th€entre

Friday 18 December 6.00pm
outside the bakery. Get into the

couting is about ‘Giving everyspirit of Christmas by joining us for
opportunity  for
venture’. That may be a beaverBenmead Brass, a mug of hot
rst night away from home orchocolate or mulled wine, mince
ycling round France for a scout guies and hot chestnuts.

ancarol singing, accompanied by

Santa Round the Village

information about the
group, please visit our website &@anta will be visiting Denmead
\www.denmeadscouts.coat contact again on Sunday 30 December.

which also had a whole lam

Pimms), afternoon tea and the BB%
spitroasting.

roup Scout Leader Bernie Reid ofihe Scouts will be helping take him
23 9278 0954. We are alwaywund on his sleigh. Watch for
looking for adults who would likeposters showing the route and time.

Flood Action Planning for Denmead

Whilst Denmead is not an area normally prone to
flooding there is always a risk of floods duringlan
after a prolonged period of wet weather. The most
likely type of flooding that may affect the village
is that caused by high ground water levels
following heavy rainfall, not necessarily on
Denmead itself.

The Environment Agency (EA) monitor
groundwater levels and will issue warnings of
expected flooding to organisations registered with
them. Currently, levels are above normal, but the
weather forecast for the Autumn has indicated that
rainfall could be below average with a drier winter
than last year. Denmead Parish Council is
registered to receive automatic flood warnings.
Individuals can also register for this service #nd
you feel that your property is at particular risk o
flooding you can phone the Environment Agency
on 01962 764819 or email
katy.gell@environment-agency.gov.uk

to take advantage of this system.

The EA will also provide information on possible

where you can search for areas of risk using your
post code. The EA can provide further information
detailing what you should do to prepare for a flood
and how best to deal with the situation if your
property has been flooded. In the event of
floodwater threatening a property your first action
should be to contact the police who will organise
the emergency services to provide any assistance
that may be required. In the unlikely event that th
EA flood warning system comes into effect, the
Parish Council will contact the police and
emergency services.

Finally, to help reduce the risk of flooding in
Denmead, property owners with ditches or land
drains on their properties should ensure that these
are kept clear at all times. Badly maintained
ditches (and those ditches which have been 'piped'
and over-filled but are not checked and cleared)
can cause water to run across some roads thereby
creating a danger to road users because of the
potential to aquaplane, even at low speeds, when a
car encounters this surface water

groundwater flooding on their Floodline number  C|Ir. 1an Reed

0845 9881188 and their web site

www.environment-agency.gov.uk
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DENMEAD DATA

Denmead Parish Councillors Contact Details
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Parish Council Meetings December 2009 — March 2010
Unless indicated otherwise, all meetings begin at 7:30 PM at the Community Centre
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Dec 09 8" 2" 16" 9"
Jan 09 13" 27" 6" , 20"
Feb 09 24" 2" 10" 39, 17" 16"
Mar 09 16" 10" 24" 3?,17", 31° 29"
Tues 13" April - Annual Parish Assembly: Wed 19" May Annual Parish Council

Wed 21 Apr Birthday of Her Majesty The Que
Fri 23 Apr St George’s Day P ;
Thu 10 Jun Birthday of The Duke of Edinburgh Surgeries: A reminder that you can meef
Sat  thc Jun Official Celebration of HM'’s Birthday your District and County Councillors at
Sat 26 Jun Armed Forces Day local surgeries, heltl0.00 am — 12 noon,
Wed 15 Sep Battle of Britain Day on thefirst Saturday of every month, in
Pt:u ﬁ SCt ;faff'“?ar DDay The Heath Room, All Saints Church

u ov*Armistice Day ;
Sun 14 Nov*Remembrance Day No appointment necessary.
Sat 14 Nov Birthday of The Prince of Wales

The flag will be lowered at 11.00 am on
Remembrance Dav and ArmistiDav

The Editor or any member of the Parish Council aff siannot be held responsible for the accura@ngfarticles produced for the Parish Scene.
Every effort is made to only publish factual andwate information this is believed to be corredhattime of printing.
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