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Denmead Parish Council’s website
[www.denmeadparishcouncil.co.uk
] was awarded second place in the
Website of the Year competition
run by The National Association of
Local Councils [NALC].

The award was presented at a
ceremony during the NALC
Annual Conference and Exhibition
in Bournemouth on 7 October.  Cllr
Neil Lander-Brinkley, Denmead
Parish Council Chairman accepted
the award on behalf of the parish
council.
Presenting the awards, David Dunn
Senior Manager Public Sector and
Community Development, Co-
operative Bank commented, “We
all know and understand how
important communication with our
communities is, and all the judges
have been impressed by the high
standards which continue to be set
by non specialists within this
arena.”
The website was designed by
Carrera UK, a local company
specialising in web design and the
development of content managed
web sites.  Carrera UK create
professionally designed and
developed websites for businesses
at a realistic and affordable cost.
They also offer a full range of
computer services [visit
www.carrera-uk.com for further
details].
Gary Mullineaux, Carrera UK said
“We are delighted to have been
involved with the development of

this award winning site with Denmead Parish Council.  The
council has been very helpful and approachable in compiling the
content of the site which includes parish council information and
invites the local community to report incidents of graffiti,
vandalism, faulty street lamps etc to the council via the online
report form.  There are also links to other community websites
and it also has a facility for any member of the community to add
notices of local events free of charge.”

Kelvin Andrews Deputy Clerk keeps the website up-to-date with
parish council information eg local planning applications,
Agendas and Minutes of Parish Council meetings.

NALC is the national representative body for 10,000 community,
parish and town councils throughout England and Wales.  In all,
there are over 100,000 community, parish and town councillors
throughout England and Wales and over 15 million people living
in these communities.  These councillors, who serve electorates
ranging from small rural communities to major cities, are all
independently elected.

The photo shows [left to right]:  James Mullineaux [Carrera UK], Cllr Neil
Lander-Brinkley [Parish Council Chairman] shaking hands with Gary
Mullineaux [Carrera UK].  Kelvin Andrews Deputy Clerk is holding the
framed certificate.

Article supplied by the DPC
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Councillors’ Surgeries

Meet your District and County
Councillors at their local surgeries,
held 10.00 am – 12 noon on the
first Saturday of every month, The
Heath Room, All Saints Church.

Changes to Planning Application
Forms

As from 1st October 2007 the
National Standard Planning
Application Form (1APP) replaced
all existing types of planning
application forms (except minerals)
within England and has become the
only legal way of submitting a
planning application. Applicants
are now required to submit
planning applications on the new
1APP paper forms, or on-line
through the Planning Portal , and
comply with the national and local
checklist of requirements.

Citizens Advice Bureau - CAB

A reminder that CAB sessions are
now held on alternate Wednesday
mornings, 10.00 am – 12 noon, The
Heath Room, All Saints Church.
Winchester City Council part-funds
the Denmead CAB so do make use
of this facility.

Winchester prepares for 2012

With the launch of an exciting – if
controversial – pink logo, the 2012
Olympic and Paralympic Games in
London has sparked a new
enthusiasm for sport, so what better
time for Winchester District to start
its own preparations for the world’s
most exciting sporting event!  Led
by the Winchester District Sport
and Physical Activity Alliance
(SPAA) with keynote speakers
which included an Olympic gold
medallist, a series of workshops
was held recently to identify ideas
and initiatives which might be
introduced across the District.
These ideas will now be taken
forward by the SPAA Olympic
Committee and it is their intention
to involve as many people and
parishes as possible in order to

develop active communities and
healthy lifestyles.

Local Housing Allowance

Local Housing Allowance (LHA) is
a simplified Housing Benefit
system for people on benefits or
low incomes who rent from
private landlords. LHA will come
into force on 7th April 2008 and
will affect those tenants renting
from a private landlord who after
this date, either (i) enter into a
NEW private tenancy agreement, or
(ii) make a NEW claim for Housing
Benefit, or (iii) have a break in
their Housing Benefit entitlement.
The new rules will not apply to
Local Authority tenants or tenants
of registered social landlords
(Housing Associations). If you
would like further information on
LHA please contact the Benefits
Section on 01962 848539 or email:
benefits@winchester.gov.uk

Affordable Housing

The City Council is involved with
several other Hampshire Local
Authorities on the IDEA Rural
Excellence Programme, the aim of
which is to improve the delivery of
rural affordable housing for local
people.  A series of workshop
meetings in October examined the
need for affordable housing,
reasons why development is
delayed or stopped, and ways of
overcoming these barriers

Housing

The City Council has
commissioned a consultant to
undertake a survey of private sector
housing conditions.  The purpose of
the survey is to provide essential
information on the general
condition of the private sector stock
in the District and to submit a
detailed report to the Council with
comprehensive data.  This data will
then to guide and inform our
Private Sector Housing Renewal
Strategy and future investment
programmes as a key element of
the Housing Strategy and related
corporate strategies.

A random selection of one
thousand properties will be
surveyed, all by prior appointment.
Participation will not be obligatory
and no personal information will be
disclosed. Final reports will be
produced in November and
December. Further information is
available from 01962 848485.

Great Town Award

Earlier this year Winchester was
nominated for the Great Town
Award, which is awarded annually
by the Academy of Urbanism.
Following an assessment visit and
discussions with community
leaders during the early summer
months, Winchester has now been
placed on the Award shortlist and
the winning town will be
announced at a London ceremony
in November.

Discovery Centre

Commissioned by Hampshire
County Council, Winchester’s
Discovery Centre in Jewry Street is
nearing completion and is due to
open at the end of November.
Winchester City Council’s
exhibition space currently located
in “The Guildhall Gallery” will
move into the new Discovery
Centre where the area known as
“City Space” will host a mixed
programme of arts and heritage
displays to reflect the culture and
history of Winchester District.  The
programme will provide an
opportunity, not only to enjoy the
work of local artists, as has been
the case for many years at “The
Guildhall Gallery,” but also to
explore exhibitions based on the
City Council’s extensive museum
collections that are normally not
available for viewing.  The
Discovery Centre will house over
100,000 books; have a 180 seat
performing arts space; a gallery of
national standard and a café.

Supplied by Cllr Patricia Stallard
On behalf of Councillors Freddie
Allgood, Mike Read and Patricia
Stallard

The following items are unabridged extracts from the District Councillors Report submitted to the DPC early October
2007.

County & District Council Reports
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The 15th Dino Derby held at The Lawns on Sunday 9th

September was attended by nearly 2000 people with the
majority appearing to be Denmead residents.

The weather was absolutely perfect for the event, the
racing was exciting, well worth a flutter and the side
shows were varied, fun and some of them unique to this
Denmead Scout Group arranged event. What I found
was that yet again the organisers had kept the prices as
low as previous years making it a truly great family day
out filled with fun activities that never put large holes in
your pockets. I enjoyed the Crockery Smash which I
found really satisfying when lobbing wooden blocks at
rows of china just for the sheer delight of smashing it.
The air rockets or as they called it “Catch the Ferbie”
was amazing and something extremely simple, good fun
and an activity I have never seen at any other event.

I won a coconut on my third go, lost 40p in total on the
racing, missed every pin tossing the horseshoes, got a
real neat tattoo (only temporary), ate lots of excellent
home-made cake and tried archery with Denmead’s
Archery club who were there to share their sport with the
public for a minor cost – I now realise I’m not a budding
Robin Hood (never got anywhere near the centre).

The Organisers had used a large number of straw bales
(loaned by local farmers (the Silvesters )) to make a
‘caving maze’ which was really popular all afternoon
though sadly, I am a little too big to squirm through a
maze of straw bales so could only watch. Wherever I
went that afternoon, I couldn’t fail to notice the hundreds
of people who like me were having a good time: I shall
defiantly go again next year.                             PS Editor
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In the Village Shopping Centre

Friday December  21st

Carols start at 6:00pm
Music by the

DENMEAD BRASS BAND
Attendance FREE    
everyone welcome

Don’t miss this excellent Family Christmas Event

H ighways &G eneral Purposes NEWS

Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour Although the
new policing arrangements and the introduction
of Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs)
is helping to contain the problem, crime and anti-
social behaviour remains a matter of great
concern to many Denmead residents. The
Winchester Community Safety Partnership have
recently completed a survey aimed at getting a
better understanding of peoples experiences and
perceptions of crime and it is hoped that many of
you will have taken the opportunity to register
your opinions. The DPC through its H&GP
committee continue to enjoy a close working
relationship with the Police, the WCC
Community Safety Officer and neighbourhood
Watch. Information from all of these sources is
pooled and is being used to target known and
suspected offenders and trouble ‘hot spots’. Since
the consumption of alcohol is frequently the
cause of anti-social behaviour by youngsters, it is
up to all of us to ensure that we do nothing to
assist young people under the age of 18 gain
access to alcoholic drinks.

Street Lighting We have learnt that the two new
street lights which were to be installed along the
Greenway to the east of the KGV playing fields
in October as part of the HCC Community Safety
Initiative will now not be fitted until next spring.
Apparently this delay has been caused by a delay
to the supply of materials.

Village Centre Improvements Change in
ownership of one of the village centre properties
has resulted in yet another delay to the start of
work on the second phase of the village centre
improvements. Instead of commencing in the
autumn it now seems unlikely that this work will
commence before the New Year.

Kidmore Lane Car Park The DPC was recently
informed that due to budgetary pressures the
WCC is giving serious consideration to imposing
parking charges on vehicles using the Kidmore
Lane car park. Although this car park is not used
as much as it should be, any move to impose car
parking charges would exacerbate the serious
parking problems we already have in the village
centre. The Parish Council will do all it can to
resist this move. Please help us by voicing your
objections to your District Councillors (preferably
by letter or e-mail) with a copy to the Parish
Council office.

John Knight Chairman, H&GP Committee

Dinosaurs Roam in Denmead
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Post Office Closures
As many of you may already know, the Post Office has
begun a consultation on proposed branch closures in
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. The branches
proposed for closure in the Winchester district are:

·  Memorial Hall, Durley
·  Hall Way, Littleton
·  Newsmart, Winchester Road, Bishops Waltham
·  Shawford Parish Hall
·  Gordon Road, Curdridge

In addition, it is proposed that ''outreach'' services be
provided at Church Street, Micheldever and High
Street, West Meon. This can mean several things,
ranging from a mobile service to provision through a
shop or pub - the model may differ for different
communities.

Live for the Future – Local Development
Framework Core Strategy
The new planning system introduced in 2004 has
provided an ideal opportunity to take a fresh look at the
Winchester District and how you wish it to develop
over the next 20 years.

Earlier in the year Winchester City Council asked what
you thought needed to change to make the District and
the communities you live in more sustainable. This
information, along with a whole range of facts and
figures being gathered by the City Council, will be used
to prepare an ‘Issues and Options’ paper to be
published in mid December. Comments will be invited
in early January 2008.

This document will explore, in general terms, the levels
of development that will need to be accommodated
across the District; the type of economy we wish to
promote, and the role of the various towns and villages
in providing services, housing, and facilities for local
people. In addition there is an increasing need to
address the issue of climate change to see how
Winchester District can reduce our carbon emissions.

So if you’re interested in the future planning of the
District keep your eyes open for the Core Strategy
Issues and Options Paper – this will not give all the
answers to where we want to be in 20 years time but
will explore a range of matters from housing and jobs
growth; protection of the built and natural environment;
movement patterns across the district and how we can
reduce our carbon footprint - you will have a range of
options to comment on and you’ll be able to suggest
alternatives.
Go to www.winchester.gov.uk/liveforthefuture for
more details and to sign up for our LDF e-bulletin to
keep track of the process and find out when you can
get involved.
Date for the diary - The Venue for the Issues and
Options Focus Group at Denmead is as follows:
Tuesday 15th January 2008 at 7.00 pm
All Saints Church Hall
Hambledon Road Denmead

Items supplied by: Alice Ainsworth
E-communications and Marketing Officer

Have you been down to
Creech Wood lately?  If not,
go for a walk there and test
out the new path that has
been installed.  The Parish
Council applied to the
Lottery Fund Scheme
'Awards for All' and was very
pleased to receive £10,000
to spend on path
resurfacing.
The idea was to make a circular walk which was
easily accessible all year round, whatever the weather.

Further funding was obtained for the project by liaising
with the Forestry Commission.  £5,000 was granted
from The Veolia Environmental Trust and another
£2,000 came from Winchester City Council.  The result
is that you can now go for a walk in the woods without
getting covered in mud and the path is also suitable for
pushchairs.

The Parish Council and Forestry
Commission will be seeking further
funding to extend the path, to
accommodate those who wish to go for
a longer walk or who enjoy a run.  In the
meantime however, take the family
down to the wood and enjoy a relaxing
mud free stroll in the fresh air.

Please note that as this path's
improvement   is  designed   primarily  to

improve access to the woods for the young, the old and
the disabled it would be very much appreciated if horse
riders could respect this and exercise their animals in a
way which does not damage this most precious new
asset to the community.

Cllr. Brendan Gibbs
Chair Footpaths Sub-Committee .

News from Winchester City Council

New Path at Creech Wood
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Despite having only lived in
the village permanently for
about four years, I am not a
complete stranger to
Denmead. As a post-
graduate student at the then
Portsmouth Polytechnic, I
sat in front of a TV in the
living  room  of  a  rented

property in Hambledon Road and watched as Neil
Armstrong set foot on the moon. Then I was here for
about eighteen months and enjoyed, as I do now, the
village atmosphere that Denmead has always set out to
create and successfully maintain.

After thirty odd years as a science teacher at a school in
London I retired, and my wife and I moved back here.
Denmead feels like home and it was this that first
prompted my interest in becoming a Parish Councillor.
I have certain areas of expertise that are proving useful
and felt that I could make a contribution. Throughout
the parish there are numerous ‘bits’ of land which have
been ceded back to DPC by the developers. There are
also eight acres of grass to mow and ten miles of
hedgerows to cut not to mention the pruning of
overlarge trees, the maintenance of children’s play
areas and the repair of damage caused by mindless
vandalism. We have an excellent ground staff to do this
work, but it is the sphere in which I have become
involved and help in any way I can. It takes little time
for some residents to complain that a hedge is over-
gown or the grass too long. Conversely when cutting
and mowing has occurred, others will complain that the
hedges have been decimated or that grass cuttings have
not been cleared. It seems we can’t win! By
appreciating just how much needs to be done to keep
the place tidy, residents might consider what is being

achieved more favourably. An idea of what might be
accomplished, with your help, is detailed separately.

One thing that is often overlooked is that parish
councils form the lowest tier of local government. They
are run by volunteers who receive nothing for their
considerable efforts. As a relatively recent member, I
own to being very impressed with my fellow
councillors. They are an interesting group of people
whose experience ranges from the civil service to
medicine; IT to electrical and highway safety
engineering; together with residents of Denmead both
born and bred and of very long standing.  The council
is ably supported by an excellent administrative team.
The things they all have in common are a profound
collective knowledge, a keenness and interest in all
aspects of village life that need some form of overview
and are tireless in their pursuit of the ‘Denmead Ideal’
Unfortunately, such commitment often goes unmarked
by the majority of residents in the parish and it is only
when there is a grievance that many show any interest
at all.
Of the 6,500 inhabitants of Denmead only a few choose
to become involved or even find out about what is
going on in the village. The council has an award
winning website (www.demeadparishcouncil.co.uk)
which is very informative about council and constantly
updated. There is also an extensive Neighbourhood
Watch Scheme, which has a close liaison with the
police and is there for your benefit should you choose
to participate not to mention the Denmead Community
Association and numerous other societies and clubs, all
of which require more input. We do appreciate the
pressures of modern life, two working parents, young
children, large mortgages etc. but we would like to see
a more engaging interest in our activities from more of
you – after all you do pay for them! Cllr .Jerry Harrison

PARISH PROJECT: This Project is about the restoration of the pond and surrounding habitat at
the Wetlands, Southwick Road, Denmead (the  photo shows how
over-grown the pond and wetland is)

Presently … the site is inaccessible, overgrown and silted-up with no
amenity or educational value.

It could …. be an  open pond with marginal and marsh plant habitats,
have permanent walkways to access the marsh and
‘dipping stations’ around the margin of the pond.
hugely increase both its amenity and educational value by
restoring several habitats and encourage bio-diversity.

How?   Funding - grants can be obtained from various environmental agencies.
             Manpower - specialist contractors would do all the restoration and install the walkways.
             Maintenance - help from local residents would be essential to maintain the site.

It is simply too much to expect the DPC ground-staff to do it all.

So:   IF  you would like to see this done, are you prepared to help? If not……it may not happen!
Contact the Parish Council Clerk if you would like to be involved with this Project!

Cllr . Jerry Harrison

‘In MY View - by Cllr. Jeremy Harrison
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The footpaths sub-committee of the
Parish Council of Denmead is tasked
with monitoring and reporting on the
condition of all the designated rights of
way within the civil parish boundaries.
We achieve this entirely through the
efforts of our co-opted members and
walkers who give freely of their time
on our behalf.
The committee meets on average once
every six weeks to present their reports.
At these informal meetings (despite
following an agenda) we are able to
compare notes on how the footpaths
appear throughout the year. We have
sought to establish a working
relationship with the Hampshire
County Council Rights of Way team so
that there is a prompt response to our
reporting issues with the various
footpaths.

I am pleased to say there has been a
great deal of success in this regard as
many of the problems being raised by
us are being dealt with by the ROW
team in a timely manner.
The committee looks forward to some
new challenges in the coming year. We
have assigned our budget to concentrate
efforts in improving the condition of
some of the more heavily used paths.

We will also hope to
assist with efforts to
refurbish and
enhance the paths
within Creech Woods
East alongside our
partners within the
Forestry
Commission.

We also intend to organise some more
healthy walks around our village using
the many varied routes that our
footpath network has to offer.
 We held our first walk to the north of
the village during the August Bank
Holiday weekend.
I once again look forward to working
with my colleagues over the coming
year in making our rights of way more
accessible for those of us who like to
enjoy the peace and beauty of our local
countryside.
If you feel you want to join us or are
keen to gain more information please
email bvgibbs@hotmail.com for more
details. Feel free to report any problems
with any footpath to
dclerk@denmeadparishcouncil.co.uk.

Cllr.Brendan Gibbs
Footpaths Sub-Committee

Denmead Neighbourhood Watch
with Hampshire Fire & Rescue Service

FIRE!
A few points to remember :
·  Fit smoke detectors in your home – at least one per floor.

Working smoke detectors save lives.
·  Test your smoke detectors weekly and replace the

batteries annually.
·  Plan your escape routes from each room in the house.

Ensure that everyone staying in the house is aware of the
escape plan.

·  Nearly two thirds of all domestic fires are caused by
cooking. If a fire starts then GET OUT, STAY OUT
AND CALL THE FIRE SERVICE OUT.

ELECTRICS
·  Keep electrical leads and appliances away from water.
·  Turn off all electrical appliances when they are not being

used and have them serviced regularly.
·  Do not overload plug sockets.
·  Ensure all plugs are correctly fused.
·  If you have to use an adaptor then use a ‘bar type’ one

and make sure it’s fused.
·  Never leave your TV on standby. It uses the same

electricity as if it was turned on and is a fire hazard.

GENERAL
·  The average time from a fire starting to completely

engulfing a room is only 3 minutes.
·  Make sure you have a night time routine. On going to

bed, unplug all electrical appliances that aren’t being
used and close all doors. By British Standards all
domestic internal doors must hold back fire for 20
minutes.

·  Make sure all cigarettes are extinguished properly before
going to bed.

·  If the smoke alarm sounds – GET OUT, STAY OUT
AND CALL THE FIRE SERVICE OUT.

Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service is offering FREE
HOME FIRE SAFETY VISITS  where the need is greatest,
that is where someone in the household:
·  Is over 60
·  Has children under 5
·  Is on a low income
·  Has a disability
·  Resides alone
·  Does not speak English as their first language
·  Does not have any working smoke detection

If you or someone you know meets the above criteria
you/they are eligible for a Home Fire Safety Visit. This
includes:
·  Domestic fire safety advice
·  Free 10 year smoke detectors if required.
·  Help with a risk assessment of your home
·  Help in formulating a home escape plan

Those not eligible as above can still request a Home Fire
Safety Information Pack, and be invited to a programmed
safety event.
For more information, and to request a Home Fire Safety
Visit call 023 8062 6809 quoting the Code number 140.
For further information on fire visit the following websites:
www.firekills.gov.uk  www.hantsfire.gov.uk

Article supplied by NeighbourWatch – Brian Turner

Footpaths Sub-Committee  What we do . . .
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Santa & sleigh route

Start here
Up School
Lane.
Thompsons
Lane, Uplands
& back

Santa to Visit Denmead
Sunday 23rd December

On Sunday 23rd of December, the Denmead Scout Group are proud to have
been selected to drive Santa around the Village to the accompaniment of
traditional Christmas music. On this unique night (especially as it’s the day
before Santa’s most busy night) they will travel around the Village along the
route shown in the picture below starting from the Scout HQ at 17:00. As a
generous offer Santa has said we can collect donations from the people we pass
or houses we visit. Monies collected will be split between the Charities
‘Children of Chernobyl’ and the charity chosen by the Denmead Parish
Council - the Denmead Community Centre (who do a lot of charitable work
with the young and old of our Village). Unfortunately Santa’s elves are busy
that night so we need help with collecting the donations so you may see some
adults helping Santa collect donations. If you are around that night dress-up
warm so you can go out to see Santa passing your house. It is possible that he
will stop to talk to the Children at points along the route.

.
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`

The Editor or any member of the Parish Council or staff cannot be held responsible for the accuracy of any articles produced for the Parish Scene.
Every effort is made to only publish factual and accurate information this is believed to be correct at the time of printing.

DENMEAD DATA
Denmead Parish Councillors Contact Details
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Tel:  (023) 9224 7947
Fax: (023) 9224 7943

Office Opening Hours
Monday to Friday
9:30am to 1:00pm

Afternoons by appointment
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All Council correspondence to be addressed to

The Clerk to the Council
Mrs. Vendy  Treagust

Web  http://denmeadparishcouncil.co.uk
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Flag Flying
 Days 2008
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Dec (Tues) 11th 5th 12th 4th

The Denmead Parish Council and staff
wish all our parishioners a Merry

Christmas and a Happy New Year


